Visualisation of magnetic field lines of the Earth
Model: Tsyganenko 87 version exshor ikp=4 (kp=2+) Date/Time: 16 janvier 2001 02:00 Cordinates: GSM
P. Robert, 1996
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Illustration : Visualization of magnetic field lines of the Earth, showing the magnetosphere.

The magnetic Earth’s field lines, due to the internal field, initially dipolar and symmetric around the axis of the
magnetic dipole, are deformed by the solar wind, which create a closed cavity, named magnetosphere, and a chock
wave upstream of this cavity. The various regions are artificially colored. The color choice, here as well as from
one season to another for the calendar, is purely esthetical.

The magnetic field model used is the one of Tsyganenko 1987. The computation of the magnetosphere geometries,
from the magnetic field model, is done from a specific library developed, the “Comagnetolib“. All the graphical is
produced by an owner library, the “Rogralib®.

Calendar:

The sunrise and sunset time, the computation of the maximal elevation of the Sun at the local noon, the duration of
the day, are computed thanks to a coordinate system library, developed initially for the CLUSTER mission in 1992,
the “Rocotlib”, then completed by all the routines allowing calendar and time conversions. Sunrise, sunset and
local noon time are now available for polar zones in the last version of this library.

Computations are done assuming a spherical Earth, and for a constant value of the indices of refraction of the air at
the horizon. Computations have been checked with the ephemerid values delivered by the “Institut de Mécanique
Céleste” in Paris. The accuracy is around one minute in time and a few minutes in angles. Sunrise and sunset are
defined when the apparent upper edge of the sun reach the local horizon.

This calendar can be automatically produced for any city in the world, including polar zones, and for all years
between 1901 and 2099.

For any more information, contact Patrickjf.Robert@gmail.com

Many calendar examples computed for various places in the world are available here : http://www.scientidev.fr




